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The Flin Flon & District Chamber of Commerce Calls For A Different Approach 
 

In response to the decisions made by the Manitoba government on Friday, May 7th to close personal 

service businesses in Manitoba, the Flin Flon & District Chamber of Commerce is calling on the 

government to adopt a different approach. 

 

At their general meeting Tuesday night Chamber members discussed the impact on the complete 

closures of fitness centers, dine-in services and other personal services in an effort to fight the rise of 

COVID variants in the province. 

 

Representatives of the Chamber looked toward the example set by Saskatchewan which has 

avoided the harshest closures and restrictions on businesses in their pandemic response.  It was noted 

that Saskatchewan currently is trending lower with the spread of variants and has achieved this 

without complete closure of personal service providers in the province. 

 

The Chamber is calling on the Manitoba government to adopt a similar approach.  Our business 

community has done the hard work of investing in PPE and adopting safety measures to allow for 

social distancing and diligent sanitizing and they should be allowed to continue to operate at a 

reduced capacity when cases begin to rise. As a border community, we have direct experience that 

demonstrates how having businesses operating in this less restrictive manner on the Saskatchewan 

side of the border has not resulted in a rampant increase in virus spread emanating from the 

Saskatchewan side of our community.  

 

We believe that the businesses targeted for closure have been chosen based on the “potential risk” 

and would ask government to share the actual data available on whether the recent COVID case 

increases are a result of transmissions at these business types or if a more significant driver is personal 

gatherings occurring outside of current public health orders.  The approach of total lockdowns has 

not provided vastly improved results in Manitoba over Saskatchewan in the number of COVID cases 

and we believe that points to an opportunity to refine our approach and still place public safety 

above economics.  

 



The Chamber continues to urge everyone to do their part in limiting transmission, to follow each 

public health directive and we strongly encourage everyone to seek vaccinations to help reduce 

the overall threat from the virus.  We understand that these measures are not decided on lightly by 

government but feel we could learn from other regions and allow businesses to participate in our 

daily lives safely, at reduced capacities, to minimize damage to those small businesses and reduce 

our rising caseloads.  

  

We urge the Manitoba government to take this opportunity to adapt their approach to fighting this 

virus and to view all businesses as partners who may continue working and managing through a 

pandemic which seems to be with us for the foreseeable future. 

Sincerely,  

Kory Eastman and Dianne Russell – Co-Vice Presidents on behalf of: 

The Board and membership of the Flin Flon & District Chamber of Commerce 


